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37 member states

Albania ¢ Austria « Belgium « Bulgaria ¢
Croatia ¢ Cyprus ¢ Czech Republic « Denmark
* Estonia * Finland ¢ France « Germany e
Greece ¢ Hungary ¢ Iceland ¢ Ireland « Italy °
Latvia ¢ Liechtenstein ¢ Lithuania ¢
Luxembourg ¢« Former Yugoslav  Republic
of Macedonia ¢ Malta « Monaco ¢ Netherlands
* Norway ¢ Poland ¢ Portugal « Romania ¢
San Marino ¢ Slovakia *

Slovenia ¢ Spain « Sweden ¢

Switzerland ¢ Turkey * United Kingdom

European patent applications and patents
can also be extended at the applicant's
request to the following states:

Bosnia-Herzegovina « Montenegro
Serbia




Structure of the European Patent Organisation

European Patent Organisation

European Patent Office

The executive body

= responsible for

examining
European patent
applications

Administrative Council

The legislative body

= made up of delegates
from the member
states

= supervises the
activities

of the Office
» has a specific

legislative
function




Structure

President

Benoit Battistelli

Presidential area

Operations

Thomas Hammer

Status: July 2010

Operational
Support

Peter Vermeij

Directorates-General

Appeals

Peter Messerli

Administration

Brian McGinley

Legal/Internation
al Affairs

Wim van der Eijk




Number of staff in 2009

e

Around 60% are
patent examiners




Cost of a sample
European Patent’

Validation in the
EPO Fees: EUR contracting states: EUR ca. 7 000
4 translations

+ attorney EUR 3000
» translation cost EUR 3600
« publication fees EUR 400

« procedural fees before the EPO
« renewal fees for 3" and 4 year

Percentage of total:
Percentage of total: 22 %

Total cost:
EUR ca. 32000

Professional National renewal fees
representation and related cost: EUR ca. 10 000
before the EPO: EUR ca. 10000 5t to 10t year

+ pre-filing EUR 4000 « renewal fees (years5-10) EUR 4700
+ processing EUR 5400 « attorney:
« translation of claims EUR 600 payment of renewal fees EUR 5300

Percentage of total: 31% Percentage of total: 32%

" 18 pages, 6 states, 10-year term, excl. in-house preparation costs for the patentee, all values rounded.

The European patent » Cost




Applications filed

55 896
Direct European
filings 63 077
Euro-PCT 78646

applications
entering the

regional phase 83567

W 2008 W 2009




European patents granted




Applications by residence of applicant (2009)
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Oppositions in 2009

Oppositions were filed against 4.7% of granted European patents.
Over one third of all opposed patents were revoked.

Opposition
rejected

Patent
revoked

Oppositions

Patent
maintained
in amended form

Granted patents

EPO AVM

Patents opposed 2775 27

Decisions in opposition cases 3165 36




Technical Appeals Received / Settled in 2009

Einginge Erledigungen
New cases Cases settled
Nouveaux dosslers Dosslers réglés
Insgesamt Stattgabe (tellwelse) Zurlckwelsung Anderweltige Erdedigung
Total Allowed (In part) Dismissed Settled otherwlise
Technische Beschwerdekammem
Technical boards of appeal 2484 1918 740 589 589

Chambres de recours techniques

allowed (in part);
39%




JC Audio Video Media
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* 4 Directorates in The Hague
e 5 Directorates in Munich

e ~ 270 Examiners

Operations

J. C. Audio, Video, Media
J. C. Biotechnology

J. C. Civil Engineering
and Thermodynamics

J. C. Computers
J. C. Electricity &
Semiconductor
Technology

J. C. Electronics

J. C. Handling &
Processing

J.C. Human Necessities

J. C. Industrial
Chemistry

J. C. Measuring, Optics
J. C. Polymers

J. C. Pure & Applied
Organic Chemistry

J.C.
Telecommunications

J. C.Vehicles & General
Technology




JC Audio Video Media - Fields

Field

Digital TV Systems (incl. Compression and Interactive TV)
Image processing

Control of (Flat Panel) Displays

Details of Television Systems, e.g. TV Receivers
Scanners, Printers, Facsimile, Still Cameras

Stereo Systems, Loudspeakers, Microphones

Optical Devices for e.g. Light Modulation (Displays)
Recording, Information Storage

Speech analysis and recognition

Colour TV Signal Processing, Testing of TV systems
Pattern recognition

A/D D/A conversion, Data Compression, Error Coding

Examiners
67
24
27
39
17
22
19
16

14

11

12
6

Broadcast Distribution Systems

Video Games
Musical Instruments

Over 70% capacity in
video-related fields

10

IPC
HO4N7
GO6T
G09G
HO4N3, 5
HO4N1
HO4R, S
GO2F
G11B20,27

G10L
HO4N9-17
GO6K9
HO3MS5, 7, 13
HO4H
A63F13
G10B-H




Effect of Crisis on Incoming Work
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L0 T 0010
8.000 +
7.000 +
6.000 +
5.000 -
4.000 +
3.000 +
2.000 -

1.000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
- = = Search 2009 =—¢—Search 2010 - - = Exam 2009 =—e—Exam 2010




JC Audio Video Media - Production 2009 - Search

Production - Search
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JC Audio Video Media - Production 2009 -

Production - Examination
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Success Chances of Patents in AVM (2009)

Patents which reached
Grant phase compared
to all applications: Faliaiis
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